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Mister Brown Visits JJH 

During the first week of instruction after 
winter break, 98 of our 9th Grade stu-
dents, staff and adult volunteers were 
active participants in the 2nd Annual 
Pierce High School “Challenge 
Day”.  Challenge Day started in 1987, 
using high energy games and ice-
breaking activities to get adolescents to 
communicate and collaborate. The Chal-
lenge Day Program uses activities to 
break down the walls of depression and 
isolation while replacing them with com-
passion and understanding of self & oth-
ers. The day gives adolescents the sup-
port to connect to others through power-

ful, life-changing programs in the high school, community and their 
families 

 

“When you make better choices, you live a 
better life” was the message Mister Brown 
brought to Johnson Junior High students up-
on their return to school in January. With the 
beginning of the new year still fresh, students 
gathered together to listen to Mister Brown 
and how their choices, treatment of others 
and effort put forth in their classes affect eve-
ry aspect of their lives and future. With a mix-
ture of humor, heart touching, and sometimes 
serious stories, Mister Brown demonstrated 
how the one 

thing students have complete control over- their atti-
tude- can change their life for the better. The assem-
bly was hosted by Gear Up and our advisor Mrs. 
Voorhees was instrumental in bringing this special 
assembly to our school. Mister Brown will return for a 
follow up visit in the Spring and we are excited to 
continue his message of positivity in our classrooms, 
on campus and with the choices we make as a 
school. 

Challenge Day for 9th Graders at PHS 
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1st Grade Family Night 

On Wednesday, January 29, 2020, the 

multi-purpose room at Arbuckle Ele-

mentary School was filled with music, 

laughter, and fun for first grade’s annu-

al “Drop Everything and Read” Family 

Night. 

The first grade team shared with par-

ents the reading benchmarks for the first graders. They discussed the importance of nightly reading 

and high frequency word practice. Finally, the teachers taught families reading and math games that 

could be played at home using a pair of dice. Each first grader re-

ceived a pair of cool dice as well as a packet of games. They also re-

ceived a free book that was purchased using funds from a library 

grant.   The evening ended with a performance by the first graders. 

They read stories and sang songs for their families. The first graders 

did a fantastic job! A groovy time was had by all!  

On Thursday, January 27th the Johnson 
J.H. Cougar Band had the opportunity to 
travel over to Grimes and entertain the 
Grand Island students in a short 
assembly.  As the director of Johnson 
J.H. Cougar Band, Ron Rector is excited 
to share the talent brewing at Johnson Jr. 
High and in the Pierce School district.  
The little concert presented targeted Mrs. Kessinger’s 4 – 6 class as they commence this month 
playing Nuvo band Instruments.  Nuvo instruments 
are preband instruments specifically designed to 
facilitate new musicians playing.  As a pilot program, 
the concept is to allow students during their last three 
years at Grand Island to experience not one but 
potentially four different instruments.  
.  

JJH Cougar Band Performs at Grand Island 



 

District Focuses on Financial Literacy 

On November 18, Pierce JUSD launched the Smart Dol-
lar financial wellness program, through Dave Ramsey, 
for their employees to utilize as an employee benefit. 
This online, digital program uses video lessons and real-
world content presented by experts to inspire people to 
take action and make their money work for them. The 
program covers topics such as savings, debt elimination, budgeting, investing, purchasing a 
home and retirement. A student version of the program will be piloted with this year’s senior class 
during this spring semester. Teachers, Keryn Munson and Scott Burnum, will be the facilitators of 
the online course with their students. Financial wellness is important for our employees overall 
wellness. It is vital for our students as well as they approach adulthood and begin their financial 
futures.  

Valentine Tea Tradition at Grand Island Continues 
Parents, grandparents, community members and school 
administration were treated to sugary treats and coffee 
or tea served by the fifth and sixth grade girls after they 
were escorted by the fifth and sixth grade boys to beau-
tifully decorated tables. Guests were then entertained by 
the students singing songs and playing xylophones    
under the direc-
tion of music 

teacher, Ron Rector. Following the performance, students 
who had created Valentine boxes walked through the 
crowd displaying their creative works. The audience used 
ballots to vote for their top three choices from each of the 
classrooms. It was a delightful event.  

Two electric buses that were paid completely through grant funds 
have arrived in the district. Training for these new buses will be oc-
curring over the next few weeks for the drivers. Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Company has some final work to finish on the charging stations. 
Once drivers are trained and the buses can be plugged in at the bus 
yard, they will be rotated into our regular bus routes. A third bus 
through the same grant is anticipated for some time during the next 
school year.  

~Electric Buses Have Arrived!~ 



Pierce JUSD Celebrates! 

Locker Room Project Begins at Natalie Corona Gymnasium 

In January, work began on the locker room project at the main 
gymnasium at the high school. This gym was originally built 
with just one locker room that was dedicated to the boys’ gym 
classes and sports teams. The construction project includes 
adding square footage for a brand new girls’ locker room on the 
south-east corner of the building, and a complete gutting and 
restoration of the boys’ existing 
locker room. Classes and teams 
have been displaced from using 
the locker room while the building 
takes place, but when the school 
year begins, both boys’ and girls’ 
will have a brand new facility that 

will serve the school for generations to come. Contractors are under a tight 
timeline to finish the building by the start of school in August. This project 
is one that has been in the planning phases for many years and came to 
fruition due to the  generous community passing Measure B Bond in 2016.  

Community volunteers and baseball coaches have been working diligently 
over the past couple of months to ready the baseball field area at Pierce 
High School prior to the spring season. The improvements include a new 
batting cage and bull pen area. A special thank you to Jason Hofhenke, 
Jake Voorhees, Shelby Sachs,    Wes Leighty, Todd Miller, Jeff Hoebel and 
Luke Van Laningham for working on these worthwhile projects that will ben-
efit the players greatly as they work on their skillsets.  

Baseball Field Upgrades at PHS 

As you walk through or drive by the main entrance to 
Arbuckle Elementary School along Hall Street, brand 
new lettering identifies the school and address flanked 
on each side by a bulldog, the school’s mascot. The 
new signage was installed over the winter break.  

Main Entrance at AES Gets New Signage 

At the beginning of the school year, the new kitchen at the 
high school began prepping meals for the elementary 
school. The district was in need of purchasing a vehicle to 
transport the food to the school site. A used truck was pur-
chased and recently received district branding.  

District’s New Cafeteria Truck 


